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SUBJECT: MESSAGE FROM ISRAELI EMBASSY MONDAY, JANUARY 31 

1 . THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE WAS TRANSMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE BY THE ISRAELI EMBASSY MONDAY, JANUARY 31: 

2. BEGIN MESSAGE: 

1 . WE GREATLY APPRECIATE THE READINESS OF THE UNITED 
STATES TO SHOW UNDERSTANDING FOR THE POSITION WE HAVE 
TAKEN REGARDING THE SYRIAN FORCES IN THE NABATIYAH REGION 
AND THE UNITED STATES CONCURRENCE THAT THESE FORCES SHOULD 
LEAVE THIS REGION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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2. WE ARE DOING EVERYTHING IN OUR POWER IN ORDER NOT TO 
SHARPEN THE SITUATION AND WE ARE, THEREFORE, READY TO WAIT 
FOR A NUMBER OF DAYS UNTIL WE WILL RECEIVE THE ANSWER 
FOLLOWING THE LEBANESE DELIBERATIONS ON MONDAY. WE HOPE 
THIS RESPONSE WILL BE OF SUCH A NATURE AS TO REDUCE TENSION 
BY THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE FORCES COUPLED WITH THE DECLARA- 
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TION THAT THEY HAVE COMPLETED THE COLLECTION OF THE HEAVY 
WEAPONS. 

3. AT THE SAME TIME, WE ARE EMPHASIZING THAT OUR READI- 
NESS TO ACCOMMODATE THE SYRIANS CONCERNING THE TIMETABLE 
SHOULD NOT BE INTERPRETED AS A WEAKENING OF OUR POSITION 
AS TO THEIR PRESENCE IN THE AREA. WE CONTINUE TO OPPOSE 
THIS SYRIAN UNILATERAL ACTION. IT CONSTITUTES A DANGEROUS 
PRECEDENT TO WHICH NEITHER WE NOR THE UNITED STATES 
SHOULD AGREE. 

4. AS FAR AS THE POSITION OF PRESIDENT SARKIS IS CON- 
CERNED, THAT THE DEPLOYMENT OF FORCES IN THE NABATIYAH 
REGION STEMS FROM A CONCERN FOR THE FATE OF THE 
CHRISTIANS, OUR APPRECIATION OF THE SITUATION IN THIS 
REGION IS DIFFERENT: 

(A) IN THE REGION IN WHICH THE SYRIAN FORCES ARE DEPLOYED, 
THERE ARE AT PRESENT NO CHRISTIAN CONCENTRATIONS OR 
CHRISTIAN VILLAGES WHICH HAVE TO BE DEFENDED. NABATIYAH 
AND ITS SURROUNDINGS ARE, AS IS KNOWN, A MOSLEM REGION. 

(B) THE CHRISTIAN VILLAGES ALONG THE BORDER ARE QUIET. 

THEY NEITHER SUFFER FROM MILITARY PRESSURES NOR FROM 
ECONOMIC HARDSHIPS. 

WE SEE IN PRESIDENT SARKIS' REPLY THAT THE SYRIAN FORCES 
ARE NECESSARY FOR THE DEFENSE OF THE CHRISTIANS MORE 
THAN A HINT THAT THESE FORCES ARE DESTINED TO REMAIN 
PERMANENTLY IN THE NABATIYAH REGION OR FOR A CONSIDERABLE 
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PERIOD OF TIME. WE ARE APPREHENSIVE THAT PRESIDENT SARKIS 
DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE SITUATION 
WHICH HE HAS CREATED AND WE WOULD ASK THE SECRETARY TO DO 
EVERYTHING IN HIS POWER IN ORDER TO INFLUENCE PRESIDENT 
SARKIS AND THE AUTHORITIES IN DAMASCUS TO WITHDRAW THESE 
FORCES WITHOUT DELAY. AS WE HAVE EXPLAINED IN THE PAST, 

WE WILL, OF COURSE, NOT OPPOSE THE ENTRANCE OF A LEBANESE 
FORCE. END MESSAGE. 

VANCE 
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